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So, my little blossoms, weôve been back 
from ALC4 for a few weeks and let me 
tell you all, I miss you!  I was noodling 
over our week together, and all kindsa 
things happened on Days 6 and 7 that 
your trusty scribe never got a chance 
to write about.  The kindly folks at the 
ofý ce agreed that we should update 
your mental scrapbooks!

One oô my indie-movie-fan 
readers pointed out that Days 
4 ônô 5 took us thru the very 
same area where Sideways 
was ý lmed. Two sites in 
beautiful downtown Lompoc 
- Ocean Lanes bowling alley 
and the Farmers Market - 
were in the þ ick. And on our 
way into Santa Barbara, 
we passed another locale, 
Gaviota State Beach. What a 
font of knowledge yôall are!

I hope you donôt mind me saying that 
by the time yôall rolled into RS2 on Day 
6, you looked a tad bedraggled from all 
that freeway construction.  Good thing 
there was a bevy of French maids to 
dust ya off!  Then you rolled into loverly 
Santa Barbara to be greeted at RS3 
by the friendliest pirates Iôd ever met!  Iôd ever met!  Iôd
There were yo-ho-hoôs and dead menôs 
chests (quite a few live ones too!) but 
nary a bottle oô rum in sight.

And just up the road was our favoritest 
non-ALC rest stop ï Paradise 
Pit.  There were vegan cookies, 
and strawberries, and many other 

goodies.  But Blabbyôs heart belonged to 
McConnellôs ice cream (weôre told itôs the 
fave of Santa Barbra Streisand) ï letôs all 
say YUM together!  Yer Auntie got to chat 
a bit with the delightful Miz Ginny Reis; 
sheôs the Client Services Director for the 
Paciý c Pride Foundation, which provides 
HIV/AIDS services for the Central Coast.  

PPF started PP years ago to 
show their support for the 
AIDS Rides passing thru.  
Like so many agencies, 
Paciý c Pride hit hard times 
a couple of years ago and 
didnôt have the resources to 
continue Paradise Pit.  But 
the goodly citizens of Santa 
Barbara werenôt about to 
let it go away.  Last year, 
community volunteers 
stepped up to make sure yôall 

were graciously welcomed 
in their city.  Love them!  And did I 

mention the ice cream?

Since ALC4, the 
Centers for Disease 
Control reported 
that the number of 
people living with 
HIV in the United 
States has gone over 
one million.

Another report 
revealed that in a 
study conducted in 
ý ve American cities, 
almost half of the 
young gay men who 
tested positive did 
not previously know 
they were infected.

Oral rapid HIV tests 
were approved this 
past spring by the 
FDA and are now 
available in some 
California cities, in-
cluding Los Angeles 
and San Francisco. 
Results take 30 min-
utes or less. To ý nd 
a test site in your 
area, call the Cali-
fornia AIDS Hotline 
at 800-367-2437.




